


Objective: You will be able to list the characteristics 

of life. 

Do Now: 

ÅOpen your textbooks to page 2 (#ôs at bottom of 

page) 

 

ÅRead JUST the small section called ñTopic 

Overviewò 
üClose your books once this is read 









Characteristics of Living Things 

ÅAll living things must perform certain 

activities to stay alive 

 

ÅNon living things do not do all of these 

 

ÅWhat activities can you think of? (Turn to a 

partner and make a list of at least 4) 





Living thingsé 
 

 

Å Are made up of units called cell(s) 

 

 

Å Obtain and use energy for chemical reactions (called metabolism) 

 

 

Å Pass on hereditary information during reproduction 

 

 

Å Maintain a stable internal environment (called homeostasis) 

 

 



Life 
Characteristics 



Made up of Cells 

ÅUnicellular = 1 celled 

ÅMulticellular = many celled 



Obtain and use energy to maintain life 

ÅMetabolism = chemical reactions in the body  

 

ÅAnimals eat to obtain energy 

 

ÅPlants use photosynthesis to obtain energy 



Reproduce 

ÅAsexual = single parent (cloning) 

ÅSexual = DNA from 2 different parents 



Maintain a Stable Internal 

Environment 
ÅHomeostasis = maintaining constant 

internal conditions (sameness) 



ÅName 4 things that nonliving things DONôT 

have. 



Life 
Characteristics 



Objective: You will be able to list the similarities among 

living things. 

Do Now: 
Å Open your textbook to page 3 

 

Å Read the section called, ñSimilarities Among Living Thingsò 

 

Å Also read the small paragraph on ñLife Processesò 



ÅHow are the cat and hydra below 

similar? 



Life Processes 

Å Obtain nutrients and digest them for transport 

 

Å Transport materials through the organism 

 

Å Break down nutrients to release their energy in cell respiration 

 

Å Synthesis combines small materials to make bigger ones 

 

Å Increasing the size or the number of cells is growth 

 

Å Excretion of wastes from an organism 

 

Å Response to internal or external stimuli 

 

Å Reproduce to make more members of their species 

 

What do ALL of these terms have in common? 



Objective: You will be able to differentiate 

between inorganic and organic molecules. 

ÅDo Now: 

ÁRead ñChemical Compositionò on p. 3 AND 4 

 

ÁWhat does an organic molecule have? 



Inorganic versus Organic compounds 
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C 
Carbon 

Section 2-1 

An Element in the Periodic Table  

H 
1 

Hydrogen 

+ 



Types of Organic Compounds 

üCarbohydrates 

 

üLipids 

 

üProteins 

 

üNucleic Acids 








